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these figures Jesus did not think of passive suffering and patient endurance 
of evil, but rather of active leading and fighting in behalf of the weak. 
Spitta shows that this more heroic attitude is that presented in the Book 
of Enoch and the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs and the later inter- 
pretations of Old Testament types. 

D. A. Hayes 
Garrett Biblical Institute 
Evanston, 111. 

RECENT DISCUSSIONS ON THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Professor Allen 1 attempts to show that a modern man may be a clergy- 
man in the American Episcopal church, subscribe to its creed, and take 
the necessary oath of the clergy without stultifying his conscience. But 
while the book is restricted to a concrete denominational question it retains 
interest for the general reader because of the historic significance of the 
Anglican and Episcopal church, the principles involved in the church's 
rulings, and the various interpretations of the Apostle's Creed, especially 
of the virgin-birth clause. The author is well aware that to insist upon the 
Creed in its "catholic" sense is to bar many honest men from the ministry 
and discomfit others who are already serving in holy orders. But since 
every clause in the Creed has been interpreted by the church in a different 
way from time to time it therefore follows that the ordination vow does not 
bind the minister to any one traditional interpretation. 

One feels that Professor Allen has done justice to the Articles of Religion 
of his church, when he points out that their original purpose was to guar- 
antee the very freedom for which he pleads, viz., an appeal from tradition 
to the commandments of God as they are found in the Scriptures. He 
further shows that the church regards "the Scriptures as the word of God 
containing all things necessary to salvation," and not as an infallible or 
inerrant oracle. 

The section of the book devoted to the virgin birth demonstrates that 
the primary purpose of the credal phrase "born of the Virgin Mary" was to 
refute Doceticism. In his desire to show that the church's interest in the 
virgin birth was relatively late, the author overstates the case as follows: 
"Turn to the Christian apologists of the age before Constantine for the 
impressive contrast. Very little had they to say about the virgin birth and 
nothing about the Mother of God." So far from this being the case, refer- 
ences to the virgin birth are numerous in practically all of the ante-Nicene 
Fathers and the theological import is considered as very weighty. Upon 

1 Freedom in the Church; or the Doctrine of Christ. By Alexander V. G. Allen, 
D.D. London, New York: Macmillan, 1907. xi + 223 pages. 
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the basis of the virgin birth the Fathers prove now the divinity and now 
the humanity of Jesus, as well as his sinlessness, mediatorship, and head- 
ship of the new race in him, the new Adam. 2 This is true of Methodius, 
Lactantius, Archelaus, Malchion, Novatian, Hippolytus, and in a degree 
of practically all the Fathers back to Ignatius. 

As to the expression "Mary the Mother of God," it is found in Arche- 
laus' Disputation with Manes, § 34. Of course there is the possibility of 
interpolation. To say that Arnobius made no reference to the virgin birth 
carries little weight in view of the immediate issue which confronted him 
in the gross heathen idolatry from which he had so recently been converted. 
His apology was of so primary a nature as to forbid emphasis upon the dis- 
puted elements of Christianity or upon anything but the barest funda- 
mentals of faith. What Arnobius does say is, "You worship, 'says my 
opponent,' one who was born a mere human being. Even if that were true, 
as has been already said in former passages, yet, in consideration of the 
many liberal gifts which he has bestowed on us, he ought to be called and be 
addressed as God" (Adversm Gentes, I, 37). 

The attempt of the author to bring the ante-Nicene Fathers to our way 
of thinking is apparent and may explain the strange arrangement which 
places the Patristic material under the caption "Modern Sensitiveness." 
One is sometimes at a loss to understand Dr. Allen. For example in his 
preface (p. v), "No amount of practice in ethical theorizing qualifies for 
judgment on the complicated issues of religion. For religion constitutes a 
department of life by itself, independent of science or ethics or philosophy;" 
and on p. 40, "the world has been revolutionized, new issues have arisen, the 
outlook upon life has changed. The new learning, the modern sciences 
have modified our beliefs." The first statement needs explanation in the 
light of the second. 

In conclusion it should be said that the book is fundamentally right in its 
contention for liberty and in its interpretation of the Apostles' Creed. It 
is a valiant attempt to show that the traditional Roman armor, although 
heavy to be borne, has enough joints and therefore enough flexibility to at 
least be endured by the modern ministerial hero in the Episcopal church. 

Among the many books which are being written in defense of the his- 
toricity of the gospel infancy stories and the traditional view of the virgin 
birth Mr. Sweet's is undoubtedly among the best. 3 The writer seldom 

2 See The Virgin Birth. By Allan Hoben, Ph.D. The University of Chicago 
Press, 1903. 

3 The Birth and Infancy of Jesus Christ According to the Gospel Narratives. . By 
Rev. Louis Matthews Sweet, M.A. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1906. 
xiu + 365 pages. 
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lapses from a strictly judicial frame of mind, while at the same time the 
conscious importance of his task guarantees painstaking study and clarity 
of statement. A little warmth, however, is pardonable in one who believes 
that "no portion of the Scripture has contributed more to the maintainance 
of a complete and adequate Christology in the faith of the church," and 
for whom "the issue of the investigation has been an assured belief in the 
authenticity and authority of the infancy narratives." While the author 
makes the virgin birth the chief question in Christology and agrees with 
Lange that "without the virgin birth a man cannot understand any incident 
of Christ's life perfectly," he nevertheless concedes that it does not involve 
"the stability and integrity of the Christian faith as a whole." 

The book contains, besides the preface and an introduction by the Rev. 
James S. Riggs, D.D., chapters upon "The Statement of the Problem," 
"The Influence of the Old Testament Prophecies in the Formation of the 
Infancy Story," "The Theory of Late Jewish-Christian Interpolation," 
"The Theory of Late Composite Origin," "The Theory of Early Mytho- 
Theological Origin," "The Theory of Heathen Influence," "The Exe- 
getical Construction of the Sections," "The Uniqueness of Christ in Its 
Bearing upon the Question of His Birth," and "The Doctrinal Construction 
of the Historic Fact." Valuable notes are appended as follows: Historical 
Review of the Discussion; The Origin and Publication of the Infancy 
Narratives — A Comparative Study; A Summary and Estimate of Dr. 
Ramsay's Argument .... with Some Remarks on the Census Question; 
Christ's Birth and the Messianic Hope; The Aposdes' Creed; Bibliography; 
and Index. 

The author's contention that the virgin birth was not fabricated to fill 
out a prophetic suggestion but that the available prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 
was used to substantiate what Matthew believed to be a fact seems well 
grounded. The currency of the story in the times of Ignatius and Justin 
Martyr is held to indicate an apostolic source. But any use of Justin in the 
argument, especially on the part of one for whom the virgin birth is so 
important, should include those remarkable concessions found in the 
Apology I, 22, 48. In these Justin separates the question of the divinity 
of Jesus from that of the manner of his birth and falls back upon his char- 
acter and ability as a more tenable apologetic ground than that of his pecul- 
iar generation. At the same time he does not himself surrender the virgin 
birth although he leaves room within the church for those who do. 

The late composite origin of the infancy section as advanced by Soltau 
is unraveled with a deal of telling and incisive criticism in which the argu- 
ment for apostolic authorship and an early date has the best of it. Lob- 
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stein's theory, viz., an amalgamation of thedlogy and popular imagination, 
an attempt to account for the Christ who to his followers had become the 
risen and divine one, is controverted, but with less success. The author 
does not feel the due weight of the retroactive tendency in hero worship, 
nor does he appreciate the suggestive facilities provided by Old Testament 
narrative. His conclusion is "that the Protevangel is neither dogma nor 
legend, but history, authentic in its origin, and well and soberly narrated, 
although in the forms of sacred poetry." It is denied that heathen analogies 
have had the slightest influence in the formation of. the infancy narratives 
and the Jewish Christian authors of the accounts are considered as abso- 
lutely impervious to non-Jewish influence or suggestion. "The admission 
of heathen elements into a Jew's system of belief would result in the radical 
modification of the tone and atmosphere of his thought. The admission 
of a single important heathen conception would change the entire contents 
of the mind." The author is rather blind to the possibility, at least, of the 
adoption and refinement of pagan analogies. By making the uniqueness 
of Jesus the basal argument for the virgin birth the author is on the path 
which he is certain no feet could have found in the first century. 

To say that "no one ever believed Jesus to be divine on the ground that 
he was born of a virgin " is probably too strong a statement. The reviewer 
has the written testimony of 58 modern Christians who do that very thing, 
and we may read even in the writings of Tertullian, whose object was to 
substantiate the real humanity of Jesus, the following principle, "It is a 
settled point that a God is born of a God, and that which lacks divinity is 
born of that which is not divine" {Ad Nationes 3).* 

That the virgin birth was an importation from Buddhism is well con- 
troverted, as is also the theory that it was supplied by the priestly philoso- 
phers of Egypt. However, one should bear in mind that the final word has 
not been said when it is shown that the doctrine as used in Egypt was "but 
a flatterer's idealization of the birth of a prince." The idea, no matter how 
used, was in the air. 

After considering the exegetical construction of the sections the author 
concludes, "that the interpretation of the accounts as substantially histori- 
cal is attended with less serious difficulties than any other hypothesis," 
and "we have no warrant for supposing that there was in any mature apostle's 
mind any other belief than the one which we have been taught, that Jesus 
was supernaturally begotten, and born of the Virgin Mary." The miracles 

4 See also the "Perfect-God and Perfect-Man" theory of Hippolytus {Contra 
Beronem et Heliconem, VIII). So of Lactantius, Malchion, Novatian, Archelaus, 
Methodius, and others. 
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are regarded as of the substance of the gospel and the uniqueness of Christ 
is again and again reaffirmed as calling for the virgin birth. 

On p. 267 a typographical error "except" inverts the author's meaning. 
The doctrinal construction is substantially patristic. If he does not say a 
physical miracle guarantees a moral miracle he at least makes the latter 
necessitate the former. However, it is conceded that "the arguments from 
the comparative silence of Paul and John have this force and this force only. 
They show that the virgin birth is not the corner-stone of our faith in 
Christ's divinity or sinlessness." 

Professor Orr, like other distinguished Scotch theologians and writers, 
has the faculty of making that which is truly scholarly also thoroughly 
readable. His books is composed of lectures delivered in New York and 
other American cities "to establish faith in the miracle of the Lord's Incar- 
nation by Birth from the Virgin, to meet objections, and to show the inti- 
mate connection of fact and doctrine in this transcendent mystery." The 
book contains a good synopsis of each lecture, valuable appendices, and an 
adequate index. 

Dr. Orr believes that Christian truth is an organism in which the virgin 
birth is of vital importance, that this doctrine is being vehemently and 
unjustly assailed, that the "so-called historical-critical school" openly 
repudiates everything supernatural in the history of Jesus, that those who 
decry the virgin birth are such as would do away with all miracle and that 
their present attack is directed against what is supposed to be the weakest 
point. Hence the book is slightly polemic while fundamentally apologetic, 
aiming to conserve the faith of those who have not adopted the naturalistic 
point of view. A rollcall of eminent scholars is made with a good showing 
on the conservative side. The debate is removed from the subjective con- 
tention, "The virgin birth does not enter into the foundation of my faith in 
Christ's incarnation and sinlessness" to the question of objective fact. 
Does it "enter into the foundation of the fact of the Incarnation" ? 

In taking up the gospel witnesses it is pointed out that our two inde- 
pendent and only accounts of Christ's birth declare him born of a virgin, 
and that these accounts are genuine parts of their respective gospels upon 
the evidence of MSS and versions. The author inclines to an early date 
for Matthew in its present form in order to furnish a direct apostolic witness 
for the virgin birth. The credibility of the narratives is supported upon the 
external evidence of the definite historical setting and the internal evidence 

s The Virgin Birth. By James Orr, M.A., D.D., Professor of Apologetics and 
Systematic Theology in the United Free Church College, Glasgow, Scotland. New 
York: Scribner, 1907. jdv+ 301 pages. $1.50. 
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of substantial agreement, each account being a literary entity centering in 
the miraculous birth. The evidence of an Hebraic or Aramaic source is 
very evident in Luke as also in Matthew, indicating first-hand evidence of 
the events related and excluding the possibility of late or legendary origin. 
The conclusion is reached that in Matthew Joseph is the informant, in 
Luke, Mary. The author contends that the only remaining objection, the 
supernatural element, is of none effect for those who really believe in the 
Incarnation; and the supernatural element is shown to be sane in com- 
parison with that of the apocryphal gospels. The narratives were either 
honest and reliable or dealt in deliberate fiction. There is no other alter- 
native. 

The two genealogies through Joseph constitute an unremoved stumbling- 
block. The treatment is inadequate, perhaps owing to the necessities of 
public address. The probability that the genealogy used by Luke was 
that of Mary who like Joseph was also of Davidic descent (the lines meeting 
in Matthan and Matthat) is only a possibility. The author summarizes 
rather hastily with "So far from the genealogies reflecting on the credibility 
of the narratives of the virgin birth, it seems to me more correct to say, with 
Godet, that it is really the peculiarity of Christ's birth which furnishes the 
key to the striking divergence of the genealogies." 

As for the New Testament outside of the infancy sections, Dr. Orr is 
by no means convinced that it is silent on the question of the virgin birth. 
He is of the opinion that Jesus knew the fact (e. g., John 8 : 14, 23, etc.), 
Mark may have been ignorant of it. John indirectly implies it in "That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh," etc. John has in view the mode of 
Christ's birth "which furnishes the type of the new birth of believers." 
So also Paul necessitates a virgin birth for the sinless Jesus by the doctrine 
of Adamic sin and race solidarity. Old Testament prophecy is made to 
apply to the event specifically by resort to the double meaning. The 
mythical theories are combated as in Sweet's book with the same premise 
that myths must be accepted in toto or not at all. The doctrinal import 
is urged upon the authority of the Bible of which the virgin-birth record is 
part. It is held that in Matthew Jesus is constituted Savior by the miracu- 
lous birth and in Luke his holiness and divinity are thus secured. From 
this starting-point the patristic theology is reaffirmed item by item. As 
there is but one incarnation so there is fittingly but one virgin birth. The 
spiritual miracle demands the physical. The mysterious possibilities of 
nature should prevent adverse dogmatism. 

Dr. Cooke attempts "to show the untrustworthy character of rational- 
istic thought" with reference to the incarnation, virgin birth, deity of Jesus, 
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etc. 6 Declamation, partisan method, and superficial scholarship are not 
calculated to produce this result. Sonorous sentences, a sprinkling of 
poetry and Greek type upon the pages, and the denunciation of eminent 
New Testament students will hardly produce the real effect of open-minded 
and patient scholarship. To say that, if there was no census, "we must 
revise our entire content of belief ;" to impute sinister motives and hypocrisy 
wholesale; to use editorial notes as sayings of Christ; to consider the evi- 
dence from prophecy that "which appeals to the modern mind with a 
greater force than was possible to any previous age;" to find in prophecy a 
predetermined programme for the life of Christ ("and he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes" Isa. 11:3=" When thou wast under the fig 
tree I saw thee" John 1 =48), and to combat the lower criticism as well as 
the higher, is to make a book which bids fair to be the poorest of its kind. 

Grutzmacher's booklet, edited by R. J. Cooke, D.D., is a digest of a 
translation (by Rev. B. Pick, Ph.D.) of Gruzmacher's book.? Its 
aim is to convince the reader that a notable European scholar supports the 
traditional view and import of the virgin birth. With reference to Matthew's 
genealogy we read (p. 14): "He alludes to the special form of the birth of 
Jesus, and mentions four women who, notwithstanding religious and moral 
stain — Ruth a heathen, Tamar, Rahab, and the wife of Urias, adulteresses 
— are nevertheless found worthy by God to become ancestresses of the 
Messiah. In an anti-typical manner, and perhaps in a conscious opposition 
to the Jewish blasphemies of the illegitimate birth of Mary, the special part 
which the virgin mother plays at the birth of the Messiah is already pointed 
out in the genealogy." John alludes to it (1:13), making the birth of the 
Christian parallel to that of Jesus. So also Paul, probably (Gal. 4:4). 

The fact was probably first made known to the Christian circle in Jeru- 
salem after the resurrection and by Mary herself. There must be no separa- 
tion "between natural and spiritual miracles." "If divinity and holiness 
belong to Christ they belong to him from the beginning, from his birth. 
Natural birth never produces anything holy and divine, but human and 
sinful." The failure to realize the virgin birth of Jesus, which historical 
investigation makes thoroughly possible, is due to an immature or meager 
Christian life. 

Allan Hoben 
Detroit, Mich. 

6 The Incarnation and Recent Criticism. By R. J. Cooke, D.D. Cincinnati: 
Jennings & Graham, 1907. 243 pages. $1 . 50. 

7 The Virgin Birth. By Richard H. Griitzmacher, Professor of Theology, Uni- 
versity of Rostock. New York: Eaton & Mains, 1907. 80 pages. $0.40 net. 



